











Ekaterina’s husband seemed to show no interest in her. Even the birth

of their son did not bring him closer.




After an uprising in the palace that removed both her husband and son from power,
she became Catherine II, Russia’s greatest female ruler.




As Empress, Ekaterina
became an intemperate
mistress, gathering
her favorites around
her and granting them
positions of power.

Biographers have counted
over 20 lovers of Ekaterina,
but legends tell that
the number was probably
much greater.




Historians describe the reign of Catherine the Great as a Golden Age. The Empress
came to symbolize Russia’s wealth and might. She is seen as a “philosopher
on the throne”. She was sympathetic to the Age of Enlightenment in Europe
and conducted extensive correspondence with many of Europe’s greatest minds
including Voltaire, Diderot and d’Alembert.
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